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in Italy; yet the doctrine taught is essentially the same."
I mentioned the petition to Parliament for removing the subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles. JOHNSON. "It was soon thrown out. Sir, they talk of not making boys at the University subscribe to what they do not understand; but they ought to consider, that our Universities were founded to bring up members for the church of England, and we must not supply our enemies with arms from our arsenal. No, Sir, the meaning of subscribing is, not that they fully understand all the articles, but that they will adhere to the Church of England. Now take it in this way, and suppose that they should only subscribe their adherence to the Church of England, there would be still the same difficulty; for still the young men would be subscribing to what they do not understand. For if you should ask them, what do you mean by the Church of England ? Do you know in what it differs from the Presbyterian Church ? from the Romish Church ? from the Greek Church ? from the Coptick Church ? they could not tell you. So, Sir, it comes to the same thing." BOSWELL. " But, would it not be sufficient to subscribe the Bible ? " JOHNSON. "Why no, Sir; for all sects will subscribe the Bible; nay, the Mahometans will subscribe the Bible ; for the Mahometans acknowledge JESUS CHRIST, as well as Mosee, but maintain that GOD sent Mahomet as a still greater prophet than either."
I mentioned the motion which had been made in